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Objectives of Presentation

What Is a river basin/watershed?

Overview of Water Planning and Advisory
Councils

. Why work with a river basin?

. What Is the Athabasca River Basin (ARB)?
What is known about the ARG?
Why the ARB Is important?

. Protection of the ARB

. Concerns about the ARB

What you can do
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A. What Is a river basin/watershed?

An area of land wherprecipitation
drains Iinto a stream or lake:
ACatchment area
ADrainage basin
AWatershed

Basin = Catchment Area = Watershed
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B. Overview of Water Planning and Advisory
Councils =(WPACs)




Alberta WPACSs

A11 WPACs

A Created under th&Vater for Life
strategy, WPACs:

1.Engage the public and presen
educational programs on wate
related issues

2.Bring local water issues to the
attention of the Province

3.Report on the state of the
watersheds

4.Develop and implement
Integrated watershed
management plans
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WPACS In the

Athabasca Rive =

Area

A Lesser Slave
Watershed Councill

A www.Iswc.ca

A Athabasca Watershec |

Council
A www.awcwpac.ca

| Athabasca Watershed Council
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Athabasca Watershed Coun¢cAWGWPAC)

A Established 2009

A VisionThe Athabasca watershed is
ecologically healthy, socially responsik
and economically sustainable.

A Mission The Athabasca Watershed
Council demonstrates leadership and
facilitates informed decisicmaking in
the Athabasca watershed by bringing
stakeholders anthdigenous peoples
together to promote, foster respect, ar
plan for an ecologically healthy
watershed that supports social
responsibility and - ; |
economicsustainability. g Athabasca Watershed Council

1 Lesser Slave Watershed Council

‘ . Athabasca River Basin- Saskatchewan
é Map source: AWGVPAC
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Athabasca River Basin
(ARB)

é Map source: Science
J Outreach- Athabasca

ﬁ ’ Mantana 49° N, 110° W




1. Stability of
boundaries
Versus
changing
political
boundaries
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Stablility: Example2: Fort McMurrayBoundaries

A 1870: Fort McMurray e
established by Hudson Bay i
Company e

A 1947: Village of McMurray;
merged with Waterways

A 1948: Town of McMurray
A 1962: Town of Fort McMurray
A 1980: City of Fort McMurray

A 1995: Regional Municipality of g
Wood Buffalo; merged with
Improvement District 143

Data: Wikipedia, 30 Dec. 2009

‘! Photo: Fort McMurray, 005, R.G. Holmberg
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C. Why work with a River Basin?

2. Integration and
accumulation of impacts
on water, land and
organisms.

3. Implications for
humans:

A Water, food, fibre,
minerals and energy

A Health
A Ecological sustainability
A Economicsustainability

Photo: Athabasca River near Athabasca, 2007, R.G. Holmbe
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A 1,230 km long

A 159.000 krd
A 24% of Alberta

A >101 tributary rivers

A >307 named creeks

A >328 named lakes

A No major dams nor reservoirs

on the main stem
é
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Columbia Icerields: originof three rivers:
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Athabasca
Glacier, 2002

Photo: R.G. Holmberg
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Origin of the Athabasca River
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Upper Portion of the Athabasca River Basin with Major
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Athabascdaralls, 2007




AthabascaRivernear Jasper2005

W Photo: R.G Holmberg,




Foothills Part of Athabasca River Basin
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Central Part of Athabasca River Basin
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Agriculture in theAthabascaRiverBasin
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Townof Athabasca from Athabasddiver,1991

W Photo: R.GHolmberg,




Athabasca Rivedownstream fromAthabascal987

Photo: R.GHolmberg,




Northward Stretch of Athabasca River Basin
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Portaging Grand Rapid4.6km) AthabascdaRiver
circa 190306
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BigCascaddrapids, AthabascRiver,circal910

Photo: Canadian Department of the Interior, Library and Archives Canatia9=85,

W http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/020115_e.htm|




Fort McMurray
Athabasca andClearwaterRive
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Athabasca River at Fort MacKay, 1996

Ao Photo: R.GHolmberg,




